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This morning we are beginning a new sermon series in the book of Acts.

We have just spent the summer working our way through the gospel according to Luke. Luke is also the author of the book of Acts.

Luke’s gospel is the record of what Jesus did during His earthly ministry. 

In the book of Acts Luke tells us what Jesus continued to do after His resurrection through the Holy Spirit working in the lives of His disciples to build His church.

And I would also like to add, this is what Jesus wants to continue to do today through you!

Luke wrote Acts about 30 years after the death of Christ, around A.D. 62-64. This would have been toward the end of Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, where the book leaves off. 

Together, Luke’s gospel and the book of Acts make up about 30 percent of the New Testament, more than the writings of Paul or John.

Both volumes were written to an otherwise unknown man named Theophilus. Theophilus was probably a Roman official who came to saving faith in Jesus Christ and Luke writes to provide Theophilus an accurate historical foundation for his new faith in Jesus. 

It is possible that a skeptic tried to convince Theophilus that his faith was based on myths or legends. 
So Luke wants to show him through his gospel and Acts that the accounts Jesus Christ were based on eyewitness testimony given by credible men who were not promoting it for personal gain. 

In fact, many of these witness proclaimed their message in the face of strong opposition and even death.

It was also Luke intent to explain how the church spread from Jerusalem to Rome, encompassing both Jews and Gentiles, in keeping with God’s purpose. 

A key to understanding Acts is to see that it is a transitional book.

Because it covers this transitional time in the church we have to be careful as we read it we need to determine what is purely descriptive, that this is just describing what happened during this transitional period, or what is prescriptive, is this something that is prescribed for us to continue to do today.

For example, while God obviously can and does work miracles today (after all, He is God!), but to claim as some do that miracles should happen today with the same frequency as they did in Acts is to miss the transitional nature of the book. 

God had a special purpose for all those miracles. They were used to authenticate the apostles during this transition period.

The point of the miracles recorded in Acts was to authenticate both the message and the messengers.

The central message of Acts is Christ and His resurrection from the dead, yet there are several other themes running throughout this book:

In it we find:
The sovereignty (rule, control) of God in the founding of the church and the spread of the gospel. Clearly, God is at work and nothing can stop what He intends to do.

The power of the Holy Spirit, given to all who believe in Jesus Christ.

The importance of prayer in the life of the church.

The importance of preaching God’s Word. 

And finally, the life and organization of the church. Acts gives us glimpse of early church life that show us how the church dealt with its growing pains.

Now, with that as a brief introduction to the book, let’s look at the first two verses. Please turn in your Bible to Acts 1:1-2:
 
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

In the first book [that is the Gospel according to Luke], O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach

Luke’s gospel recorded what Jesus began to do and teach.

This has a strong implication that Jesus’ work is not done. 

He was taken up into heaven, but His work on earth did not cease. 

Rather, His body, the church, continues to do and teach what Jesus began. 

Think of it this way. The Gospel of Luke tells us of the birth, the incarnation (God in flesh) of Jesus Christ. 

Acts gives us the account of the birth of the incarnate (God in flesh) body of Christ—the church.

I have got to tell you that hardly a day goes by that I don’t get an email or a flyer in the mail, or a telemarketer on the phone trying to sell me on “something” that the church “ought” to do.

Over my years of pastoral ministry, I can’t tell you how many times some well-meaning member of the church has approached me saying “Pastor, I think the church should do… (Fill in the blank).

While in my heart I sometimes think, but you are the church. Maybe God has put this on your heart because He wants YOU to do it.

Some think that the church should support this political party or that political issue. Or the church should boycott that store or buy from that company.

Others say no, the church should focus on this social issue, seek to meet those needs.

If we are ever going to truly understand what we are to do as His church, we must begin with what Jesus Christ began to do and teach.

Through the gospel records we understand that:

1. Christ’s work was to bring salvation to a lost human race.

Christ’s mission in coming to earth, coming in flesh, was to offer Himself as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

When on the cross, Jesus cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He had completed that work of redemption, offering Himself as the sacrifice, once and for all, for our sins. 

Then in the book of Acts we see that:
2. Christ’s work is to continue through His obedient church.

Before Jesus was taken up into heaven, we just read in verse 2 that He gave “commands” to His apostles through the Holy Spirit.

No doubt He reminded them all that He had commanded them over the course of the three years. 

But specifically here He focused on the final command, the Great Commission, to take the good news to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem (Luke 24:47). 

As you read through the Book of Acts, it is obvious that the apostles and early church were not out doing their own thing, setting their own agendas, and building their own empires. 

Rather, they saw themselves as instruments through whom the Lord was working His purpose and His plan.

When they choose a successor to Judas, it is the Lord who chooses (Acts 1:24). 

When Peter explains the phenomenon of tongues on the Day of Pentecost, he makes it clear that it was the risen Jesus who did it (2:33). 

When we read of the early church growing in number, it is stated that the: “Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). 

When Peter and John healed the man by the temple gate, they make it clear that it is not them, but Jesus Christ the Nazarene who healed him (Acts 3:6; 4:10). 

When Saul of Tarsus is converted, it is plain that the Lord sovereignly saved him and sent Ananias to open his eyes (Acts 9:1-19). 

And so it goes on throughout the book of Acts. The early church knew that they were merely the instruments and it was the Lord who was at work through them.

So what kind of person does Christ use to continue His work?

3. Christ’s work continues as He works through:
•	Chosen people.

Look again at the end of Acts 1:2:
 
“…after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.” 

Luke states it clearly that it was Christ who had chosen the apostles. 

He wants us to know that these men were not self-appointed leaders. 

They did not even volunteer for the job. 

Jesus Christ sovereignly chose them, first to salvation, and then to apostleship (the word “apostle” means “sent one”). 

They were men under authority, laboring as bondservants. 

They were not entrepreneurs, building their own empires. They did not make up or preach their own message. Rather, they were witnesses, passing on to others what they had seen and heard.
So Christ’s work continues as He works through:
•	Chosen people.

And through:
•	Obedient people.

Christ gave the apostles orders by the Holy Spirit (1:2). 

Everything that Jesus did, He did in obedience to the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

So, we are never to live under self-will, but only for God’s will. 

The book of Acts makes it clear from early on that being obedient to God’s will engages us in God’s mission, and that often brings us into persecution. 

Peter and John were arrested and warned against preaching the gospel. 

They continued preaching, leading to all of the apostles being arrested and warned. 

They responded, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

When they were beaten, they rejoiced that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for Christ’s name, and they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ (5:41-42).

The book goes on to tell of Stephen’s martyrdom and of the many trials that Paul and his companions suffered as they sought to take Christ to the nations. 

Paul told the young churches, “It is through many tribulations that we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 

But the suffering did not discourage or keep these men from obeying the orders that Christ had given them. 

So also should we must remain obedient to our Lord, no matter what the cost or trials of life.

Christ’s work continues as He works through:
•	Chosen people, obedient people.

And:
•	Spirit-filled people.

The great difference between the disciples before the crucifixion and after the Day of Pentecost is clearly the result of the Holy Spirit’s coming upon them. 

Pentecost was the first time the Holy Spirit came upon them and took up permanent residence in their hearts just as He did for you the day you put your faith in Jesus Christ.

Before, they were confused, often self-seeking, doubting, and fearful. 

After, they were clear, self-denying, bold and confident. 

The difference was the fullness of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

But, we must learn to walk daily in the Spirit’s power, not in the flesh (Gal. 5:16-23). 

We must be sure that we are clean vessels, fit for God to indwell and use. 

We must seek the Lord to fill us every day so that He can do His work through us.

Christ’s work continues as He works through:
•	Chosen people, obedient people, Spirit-filled people

And:
•	People working together.

While the Book of Acts emphasizes the ministry of two great men, Peter and Paul, it shows clearly that these men were not one-man shows. 

They worked together with many others to do the Lord’s work. 

Luke lists over 100 personal names in the book of Acts. 

He shows that God has an interest in individuals and that He works through bringing these individuals together into His church.

In the book of Acts Luke shows us that God is no respecter of persons (10:34). He cares about people from every walk of life and every racial background. 

It is to God’s glory to save men and women from diverse racial and social backgrounds and to bring them together to labor for His cause. 

There is no place in His church for racial discrimination.

Christ’s work continues as He works through:
•	Chosen people, obedient people, Spirit-filled people, People working together.

And finally we see that Christ’ work continues as He works through:

•	People who have confidence in the power of God’s Word.

Another major theme throughout Acts is the power of God’s Word. 

The church is to continue teaching as Jesus taught. 

In Luke, we saw the emphasis on the teaching ministry of Jesus. He believed in and powerfully taught God’s Word. 

God’s Word is the seed of the gospel that has within it the power to give life to dead sinners (Luke 8:11). 

The apostles did not want to be distracted with administrative duties; they declare their priority: “But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word” (6:4). 

As a result we read that “the word of God kept on spreading” (6:7). 

We cannot be committed to the ongoing work of Jesus unless we are also committed to teaching and preaching God’s Word.

Conclusion

We should come away from our initial look at Acts with two great truths that should lead us to ask ourselves a basic question. 

First, Christianity is a faith rooted in history. 

Christianity is not the religious speculations of a bunch of brilliant thinkers, or radical nuts. 

Christianity is God’s revelation of Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The apostles faithfully handed down to us what they had seen and heard concerning the life, death, resurrection, and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is built on “the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20). 

So we can have confidence about our faith.

Second, God is at work in history through His church. 

While the life and ministry of Jesus Christ is the historical foundation of our faith, God didn’t just send Christ, pull Him off the planet, and stop working. 

Jesus began the work; His church continues it! 

That’s why He saved us and why He leaves us here on earth. 

This leads to a basic question that each of us needs to ask ourselves:
Am I committed to God’s work through His church? 

There are many who profess to know Jesus Christ as Savior, but if you examine your weekly schedules, are you living for yourself or for Christ. 

I’m talking about a mindset, a basic focus in life. 

Do you see yourself primarily as a disciple of Jesus Christ, fully committed and obedient to His cause? 

If you are a Christian, serving the Lord in His cause through His church is not optional. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we as His church are obediently to continue to do and to teach what our Lord Jesus began.


Benediction  
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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